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The Gospel Comes 
By Boat to 
Japan’s Inland Sea 


Fukuin Maru IV Continues 
Mission Started in 1899 


HABU, JAPAN 


i be PEOPLE of many isolated islands in 
Japan’s Inland Sea would be without 
Baptist services except for the Fukuin 


| Maru IV. 


Fukuin Maru is a gleaming all-steel 


| boat, and its name means “Ship of Good 


News.” Because of it, people on 60 dif- 
ferent islands are sharing in worship with 
a missionary. Children watch in ecstacy as 
stories of the Bible are told to them with 
puppets. And church members are able to 
partake regularly of communion because 
the boat brings an ordained minister to 
them. 

The islands of the Inland Sea are iso- 
lated from the rest of Japan, and the old 
ways of life are still very strong. Young 
people usually move to other islands, be- 
cause of larger challenges. Church life 
is hard, and in fact practically impossible 
except for the regular calls of the Ship of 
Good News and its bearers of glad tidings. 

The first gospel ship set sail in 1899, un- 
der the direction of “Cap’n” Luke W. 
Bickel, an American Baptist missionary. 
He was a stalwart man of action, 32 years 
of age, six feet tall, a lover of the sea and 
a brilliant conversationalist. 

The unique ministry he started has con- 
tinued, with some interruptions, to the 





Ship of Good News 


present, and a new boat, Fukuin Maru IV 
was formally dedicated in January 1958. 

This year’s dedication ceremonies made 
news all over Japan, not only because of 
the ship’s inheritance of a glowing tradi- 
tion but also because of the significance of 
the tasks set for her. 


A Japanese Project 

Significantly, for the first time the proj- 
ect is entirely Japanese. True, the ship 
was given by an American. And Mission- 
ary G. Gerald Gano periodically boards 
the ship to teach English classes and serve 
communion. 

But the-ship’s evangelist and her captain 
are both Japanese. Pastor Suzuki is sec- 
retary of the Inland Evangelistic Band 
which operates the gospel ship and runs the 
island program. His church in Habu is the 

(CONTINUED TO PAGE 20) 








Editor’s Notebook 


WE WELCOME some 1,500 new sub- 
scribers to THE BAPTIST WORLD since our 
last issue. A thousand of them joined the 
circulation rolls at the Baptist Youth 
World Conference in Toronto. Many others 
have come through the efforts of the BWA 
Women’s Department. 

Many subscribers have discovered that 
the magazine makes an excellent gift. 
You may want to send it to your own 
friends and co-workers. 


> 


THIS ISSUE of your magazine is filled 
with reports of three very important Bap- 
tist meetings held during the summer: The 
Youth Conference, the European Baptist 
Congress, and the BWA Executive Com- 
mittee and Study Commissions. They make 
us more conscious than ever of the close- 
ness of our Baptist world fellowship. 

Mentioned only briefly this month is 
the Medical Mission, whose team members 
are now in Africa on the last portion of 
their round-the-world trip. A full report is 
expected in time for the October issue. 
Watch for it. 

> 


NEXT BIG PROJECT for world Bap- 
tists is the Baptist World Congress, meet- 
ing at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, June 26- 
July 3, 1960. Put it on your prayer list 
now, mark it on your calendar for future 
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BAPTIST, OF COURSE! 
IS THERE ANY OTHER? 


Betty Lou Roebuck, a member of 
First Baptist Church, St. Simons Is- 
land, Ga., is a Baptist through and 
through. 

Preparing to leave for the Fifth 
Baptist Youth Congress in Toronto, 
Betty went to her local bank for 
travelers’ checks. 

The teller asked * ‘What denomina- 
tion?” 

“Baptist, of course!” replied Betty. 


activities, and see your travel agent for 
available itineraries. 


> 


IN RESPONSE to many inquiries about 
the possibility of North American Bap- 
tists driving from their home locations to 
Rio de Janeiro for the Tenth Baptist World 
Conference there in 1960, we checked with 
Esso tourist authorities. 

They report: “The distance from Laredo, 
Texas, to Rio de Janeiro is approximately 
12,000 miles. The road may be open to 
Panama, but it is very unlikely that the 
present stretch of jungle between Panama 
and Colombia will be passable. Even under 
the best conditions, it would be a long and 
difficult trip.” 
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European Baptist Congress in Session 


FELLOWSHIP IN CHRISTIAN LOVE 


Baptist Multitudes from both East and West Europe 
Meet in Berlin for Worship and Cooperative Planning 


BERLIN, GERMANY 


EN THOUSAND Baptists from 22 

countries each singing in his own lan- 
guage the triumphant chords of “All Hail 
the Power of Jesus’ Name”, filled Deut- 
schlandhalle in Berlin with song such as 
the huge sports palace had never known 
before. 

The assemblage was the Congress of the 
European Baptist Federation, meeting in 
Berlin, July 26-31. For six days the mul- 
titude from both East and West Europe 
praised the Father and planned together 
for the future of their cooperative work. 
Dr. Hans Luckey, president of the Bap- 
tist Seminary at Hamburg, presided over 
the program on the theme, “Christ Our 
Hope, Europe Our Responsibility.” 

Dr. Erik Ruden of Stockholm, general 
secretary of the Swedish Baptist Union, 
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was elected president of the Federation, 
succeeding Dr. Luckey. Dr. F. Ernst 
Huizzinga, president of the Baptist Union 
of Hollarid, was named vice-president. 

German Baptists have always been noted 
for their hospitality and though their 
generosity was severely tested by the in- 
flux of so many co-believers, they took 
care of all in an efficient manner. 

Out of humble and tenuous beginnings, 
beset by many persecutions, German Bap- 
tists have developed great missionary 
churches and strong spiritual humanitarian 
institutions which have survived two dis- 
astrous World Wars. Today there are 
about 100,000 German Baptists alone in 
530 churches and 1,125 mission stations; 
a strong seminary with 68 students at Ham- 
burg, a publishing house at Kassel where 


(CONTINUED TO PAGE 18) 
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TORONTO, CANADA 


In Christ there is no East or West 
In Him no South or North 

But one great fellowship of love, 
Throughout the whole round earth. 


These words were read by Rev. Bruce 
Neal as the cali to worship for one of the 
biggest religious assemblies in Canadian 
history—the Sunday night rally, June 29, 
in Toronto’s Maple Leaf Gardens during 
sessions of the Fifth Baptist Youth World 
Conference. 

More than 15,000 persons crowded the 
huge hall, with many standing around the 
back and side walls. Eight thousand 
twenty-two of them were officially regis- 
tered delegates for the youth conference, 
and they came from 67 different countries. 
The other 7,000 were from _ Baptist 
churches of the Toronto area. 

The speaker that night was Canada’s 
best known Baptist layman, Prime Minister 
John Diefenbaker. In an address on World 
Peace, he reminded his hearers that “the 
free world has tried many expedients. It 
must try God’s will now more than ever 
before.” 

When he had finished, the throng 
watched in spell-bound silence as dele- 





Platform scene: Diefenbaker, Denny and Neal 
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8,022 Youth from 67 Countries Pledge 


“Christ for the World 
-- NOW!” 











gates from foreign lands responded to the 
Roll Call of Nations, a representative from 
each of the 67 countries which had sent 
delegates carrying their national flag onto 
the platform. Then in a high moment of 
exultation, the 800-voice international 
choir assembled especially for the Con- 
ference, sang the jubilant chords of the 
Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s Messiah. 







A Heart-Felt Unity 


The conference had opened two days 
earlier, when an opening night crowd 
filled Varsity Arena, on the University of 
Toronto campus, to its rafters. It was there 
that an attractive Japanese girl, Miss Sad- 
aka Matsuo, wearing a kimono from her 
native land, sounded the prophetic note 
for the conference. 

“When we look at the varied back- 
grounds out of which we have come—dif- 
ferent cultures, different religions, different 
national states, and different social situa- 
tions—we may well wonder concerning the 
basis of our heart-felt unity here tonight,” 
Miss Matsuo observed in crisp educated 
English. 

“We have witnessed bloody wars which 
have left feelings of hatred and distress in 
the hearts of people in many of the coun- 
tries of the world. Yet we each have ex- 
perienced an encounter with Jesus Christ. 
We have seen the work of God at different 
times and different places. We are bound 
by one tie in Christ.” 

Above Miss Matsuo’s head hung a giant 
emblem of the Baptist World Alliance 
against a Canadian Maple leaf, and a rfe- 
volving globe in its center symbolized the 
changing world in which all people present 
were interested. Behind her sat the large 
international choir, and behind them stood 
the national flags of all conference dele- 
gates. 
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Morning, afternoon and evening for 
six days, the youth of many races and 
many nations worshipped together in 
prayer and song and Bible study, and they 
fellowshipped in conversation groups, si- 
multaneous discussion periods, varied rec- 
reation activities, and leisurely _ strolls 
across the spacious tree-shaded University 
of Toronto campus. Their conference 
theme: “Christ for the World—Now!” 


A Battle To Fight 

None of the speakers painted the Chris- 
tian life as a college pep rally. They pic- 
tured it instead as a life-time task to which 
each and every Christian must dedicate his 
fullest resources. 

“Christianity of the 20th century is 
fighting a dead serious battle with the non- 
Christian forces of the world,” Dr. Joel 
Sorenson of Stockholm, Sweden, declared 
in the Conference’s keynote address. “And 
you young people will be in that fight all 
your lives—if you take your Christianity 
seriously.” 

Sorenson, a European Baptist leader and 
chairman of the Baptist World Alliance 
Youth Committee, urged that his listeners 
“be true to the light of God’s word” on 
such things as race relations, problems of 


sii oF 
Sixty-seven national flags and “Hallelujah Chorus” + 
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Dr. Sorenson 
Delivered 
Keynote 
Address 





technically underdeveloped countries, and 
evangelism. “Our desire should be one 
alone” he declared, “‘and that is to be part 
of the redemptive work of Christ—now.” 

Other speakers told more of the serious- 
ness of the battle. Joseph A. Adegbite 
of Nigeria asserted that in Africa Com- 
munism has become a fanantical religion 
with an evangelistic fervor that threatens 
to outstrip Christianity’s advance. And 
Willie Wickramasinghe of Ceylon told that 
arrogance and intolerance on the parts of 
groups which call themselves Christian 
have done great damage to the Christian 
witness in many lands. Yet, he said, the 
Church still faces a golden opportunity to 

(CONTINUED TO PAGE 19) 
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Brownell Mission Tours 
Will Double Your Enjoyment of Rio in ’60 
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of the Baptist World 


Baptists From 27 Countries 
At BWA Executive Sessions 


Plans for the next quintennial Baptist 
World Congress, slated for Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, June 26-July 3, 1960, were con- 
sidered when the Baptist World Alliance 
Executive Committee met at. Baptist Semi- 
nary in Ruschlikon-Zurich, Switzerland, 
August 6-8. 

Other discussion by the Executive Com- 
mittee centered on future work of the Al- 
liance in its world-wide aims of fellow- 
ship, service and cooperation. 

Dr. Edgar Hallock of Rio told the group 
that plans are being made for the 1960 
Congress to be a spiritual experience for all 
of Latin America. A special printing of 
the Bible will be made before the Con- 
gress so that there may be an adequate 
supply to distribute to people whose in- 
terest in the Bible is increased by the 
meetings. He said that prayer meetings 
for the Congress are already being held 
in churches of Brazil. Twenty-six commit- 
tees are at work. 

“This Congress will have a greater mis- 
sionary impact on the continent where it 
will meet than any previous Congress,” Dr. 
Arnold T. Ohrn, general secretary of the 
Alliance predicted. 

English and Portuguese will be the 
languages used in the Congress sessions. 
Three or four thousand delegates are ex- 
pected from North America and many 
others are expected from other continents. 


Four Unions Admitted 

Dr. Erik Ruden of Stockholm, president 
of the Baptist Union of Sweden and newly- 
elected president of the European Baptist 
Federation, was elected BWA Associate 
Secretary for Europe. If he accepts, he 
will succeed Dr. Henry Cook of London 
who has filled the post in an acting capaci- 
ty. 

Four Baptist unions were admitted to 
membership in the Alliance. They are the 
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Baptist Union of North India, the Bengal 
Baptist Union of India, the Utkal Christian 
Central Council of India, and the Taiwan 
Baptist Convention. 

The Executive also empowered the presi- 
dent of the Alliance, Dr. Theodore F. 
Adams, to appoint a committee to seek a 
successor to the general secretary and to 
report back in 1959. Dr. Ohrn has in- 
dicated his desire to retire in 1960. 

Mrs. R. L. Mathis of Texas (USA) and 
Dr. Kearnie Keegan of Tennessee (USA) 
were elected to the Executive Committee, 
to succeed the late Dr. J. Howard Wil- 
liams and Dr. Forrest Fordham, recently 
resigned. 


140 Participate in Commissions 

More than 140 Baptist leaders and 
scholars from 29 countries participated in 
annual sessions of BWA study commissions 
August 2-6. They dealt with matters of 
keen importance to world Baptist’: re- 
ligious liberty, evangelism, world missions, 
Bible study and membership training, the 
doctrine of the church, and the doctrine of 
baptism. 


Medical Team in Africa 


The fifteen-member: Baptist World AI- 
liance medical mission has completed the 
Asian and European phases of its round- 
the-world tour and is in Africa during the 
month of September. 

African countries on the itinerary in- 
clude Egypt, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, Ken- 
ya, Southern Rhodesia, South Africa, Bel- 
gian Congo, French Equatorial Africa and 
Nigeria. 

The six doctors and other members of 
the party visited hospitals and other medi- 
cal centers in Hawaii, Japan, Korea, Hong 
Kong, the Philippines and India in the 
early stages of their tour. It was necessary 
that they skip Mid-Eastern countries be- 
cause of political conditions there. 

They were guests of the BWA Executive 
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Committee at its meetings in Ruschlikon- 
Zurich and also were presented at the 
World’s Fair in Brussels, Belgium while in 
Europe. 

A summary report of the tour will be 
published in the October issue of THE 
BaPTIsT WoRLD. 


MAN IN THE SPOTLIGHT: Eric Ruden 


The man in the spotlight at the Euro- 
pean Baptist Congress in Berlin and the 
Baptist World Alliance Executive Commit- 
tee meeting in Ruschlikon-Zurich was Dr. 
Erik Ruden, general secretary of the Bap- 
tist Union of Sweden. The European Bap- 
tist Federation elected Dr. Ruden as its 
president to succeed Dr. Hans Luckey. The 
BWA Executive Committee elected him 
BWA Associate Secretary for Europe. 

It is not certain yet if Dr. Ruden will 
accept the secretaryship, moving into a 
position where Dr. Henry Cook of London 
has served excellently in an acting capacity 
the last several years. He has promised to 
give his decision within a few weeks. 

Dr. Ruden is an outstanding leader of 
Swedish Baptists and one of the fore- 
most Baptist statesmen in Europe. In 1938 
he became associate secretary of the Bap- 
tist Union of Sweden and became general 
secretary when Dr. Hjalmar Danielson re- 
tired in 1949. In 1950 he made a lengthy 
study of missionary work in the Belgian 
Congo. In 1951 he took another im- 
portant journey, this time to India. He has 
published two important and widely sold 
books on the missionary problems of these 
two countries. 

In 1955, accompanied by his wife, he 
made a tour of the United States, visiting 
important Baptist centers north and south. 
This same year he gave one of the ad- 
dresses at the closing session of the Golden 
Jubilee Congress in London on the topic 
“Truth Is Immortal.” He first became a 
member of ‘the BWA Executive Committee 
in 1946 and served until 1950. He was 
elected again a member in 1955. 

Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, general secretary of 
the Baptist World Alliance, has written of 
Dr. Ruden: “He is a powerful preacher, a 
fascinating writer, and a wise administra- 
tor. His advice is eagerly sought after in 
all matters relating to church problems, 
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Dr. RUDEN 


missionary plans, the business of the pub- 
lishing house and so forth.” 


Youth Committee Gains Five 


Five new members were co-opted by the 
BWA Youth Committee at its sessions dur- 
ing the Baptist Youth World Conference. 

Dr. Kearnie Keegan, secretary for Stu- 
dent Work of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, was elected vice-chairman of the 
Committee, succeeding Dr. Forrest Ford- 
ham of Olean, N. Y., who had resigned. 
Dr. Keegan will serve as chairman of the 
youth department’s executive committee. 

Dr. Joel Sorenson of Stockholm, Swe- 
den, is committee chairman. 

Co-opted members are Dr. O. Clay 
Maxwell of New York, succeeding the late 
Dr. W. H. Jernagin; Carlton Carter of 
Nashville, Tenn., succeeding William Simp- 
son; Miss Doris Devault of Birmingham, 
Ala., succeeding Miss Margaret Bruce; 
David Evans of Philadelphia, succeeding 
Dr. Fordham; and Stuart Arnold of Lon- 
don, succeeding Theo Valentine. 
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Africa 
CONGO: 


Palm Wine Is Problem 

Evangelism is spreading in the Belgian 
Congo, and 19 people were baptized at 
Upoto on a recent Sunday, but Rev. Sam- 
uel Koli of Upoto, a member of the BWA 
Executive Committee, writes that “with the 
good things there are always also the 
problems.” 

“Congo, too, is full of the gospel’s 
enemies. One of the greatest problems is 
palm wine. Many of our people here in 
Congo are often tempted by the wine, and 
they prefer it to the One who is the Light 
and Saviour of the world. This is aggra- 
vated by the opposite teachings of Roman 
Catholics who are making great progress 


i in the Congo.” 


KENYA: 
Building Dedicated at Nairobi 

The Baptist Center building in Shauri 
Moyo, an African section of Nairobi, 
Kenya, was dedicated July 5, and more 
than 50 persons accepted Christ during. the 
week-long revival that followed. 

Long before the dedication service be- 
gan every one of the 250 chairs had been 
taken, and no standing space was left in- 
side the building, reports Missionary Davis 
L. Saunders. Many persons stood just out- 
side the windows during the service. 

The revival began the next day, with Mr. 
Saunders doing the preaching in Swahili, 
the language of the Africans in that area. 
Daily attendance averaged more than 300. 


LIBERIA: 
Statesman Heads Convention 

The Rev. W. R. Tolbert, vice-president 
of the Republic of Liberia, has been elected 
president of the Liberia Missionary and 
Educational Convention. Mr. Tolbert, who 
is also pastor of the Zion Praise Baptist 
church at Bensonville, is a vigorous de- 
nominational leader and brings to the con- 
vention a wealth of experience in adminis- 
tration. He succeeds Dr. Levi Martin, 
member of the House of Representatives 
of Liberia. 

Also from Liberia comes word that the 
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National Baptist Convention, Inc., USA 
has completed its new hospital at Monrov- 
ia. The 100-bed Maternity and Child Wel- 
fare Center is fully equipped and will enter 
upon operation by the convention and the 
Liberian government. Dr. John B. Fal- 
coner is supervisor of National Baptist 
Missions in Liberia. 


Asia 
INDIA: 


Youth Conference Enrolls 119 

B. Pradhan, Orissa, India, reports “We 
had a successful All-India Baptist Youth 
Conference at Ramapatnam in the Andhra 
State. The total number attending the Con- 
ference was 119.” 


INDONESIA: 
Seminary Has First Graduation 

Seven young people became the first 
graduates of the Baptist Theological Semi- 
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Z ; : positions held with the Baptists was thy 
Introducing the Executive Committee: of a professorship in the Burman Seminan 
Eberhard Schroder and pastor-founder of the Taunggyi Hom 
Eberhard Schroder, director of the Ger- Mission Society. He was able to speak anj 
man Baptist Publishing House at Kassel, write in seven different dialects. 
has participated in 
CHINA: 


Baptist World Con- 
gress sessions at Missionary Deaths Reported 
Copenhagen, Cleve- China Bulletin reports the death of they 
land, and London Baptist missionaries who formerly served 
and was aS A in China: Dr. F. W. Goddard, missionary 
member of pewtietg in Shaohing, East China; Rev. Jesse E. 
ee ae London Moncrieff, missionary in West China and 
meeting, 1955. author of several books on Chinese lap. 
Born in 1898 at guage study; Dr. James V. Latimer, for. 
Wuppertal, Ger- merly Baptist missionary and also YMCA 
many, the son of a secretary in China; Miss Melvina Sollman, 
ogo ge Om of set missionary in Swatow; and Floyd C. Wil- 
s, ae ; ; 
“1 ge se Merron to be a merchant and 9 °O%? ™SSlonary In Ningpo and Shanghai 
then was further educated in a technical japan, 


chool for textiles and in adult education ss : \ 
pon for languages and literature. After Seinan Gakuin Has Revival 7 
working in industry at Wuppertal and col- Seventy-three persons accepted Christ 


laborating with youth and choir work of and 50 others indicated a desire to know 

the Baptist church there, he entered the more about Christianity during the revival 

publishing house at Kassel in 1931 and jn the university division of Seinan Gak- 

became its director in 1932. ; uin. Seinan Gakuin is the Baptist school in 
(See story on European Baptist Con-  Rykuoka City, which enrolls more than 

gress for further reference to the German 4 09 students in departments from junior 

Baptist Publishing House.) high school through senior college, a kin- 

dergarten training school, and theological 

nary of Indonesia in commencement exer- seminary. 

cises, June 6. Located in Semarang, on the Preaching was by Rev. Shuichi Matsum- 

island of Java, the seminary was opened mura, pastor of Tokiwadai Baptist Church, 

in the fall of 1954. The graduates represent Tokyo, one of the strongest churches in the 

three of the more than 3,000 islands which Japan Baptist Convention. 

compose the nation of Indonesia: two are 

cai Java, one from the Moluccas, and PHILIPPINES: 

four from Celebes. Six of the seven had Record Enrollment 











already been called to pastorates. Dr. Bu- The Philippine Baptist Theological Semi- 

ford L. Nichols, Southern Baptist mission- nary began its seventh session on July 8 

ary is seminary president. with a record enrollment of 39, more than 

double that of last year. This includes 38 

BURMA: regular students, as compared with the 
Rev. U Ba Te previous record enrollment of 26. 

Rev. U Ba Te, well-known throughout Some of the students are training to be 


Burma for his work as pastor, teacher, preachers, and all feel that God has called 
missionary. and evangelist, died recently. them to full-time Christian work, reports 
Born in 1869 to Buddhist parents, he Missionary James A. Foster, dean of the 
gained education in a Buddhist monastery seminary. } 
and achieved distinction in the law and The seminary is located on the island of 
government positions. In 1903, however, Luzon, on a pine-covered campus in Bag- 
U Ba Te gave up his high position and uio City, summer capital of the Philip- 
salary to go into mission work. Among pines. 


Pace 10 THE BAptistT WorLD 








ES AEE EST 


Te De hw i Dat Ga D 
WEEK 





Training Union Study Course Books 


OUR BAPTIST STORY (Adults) 
BY POPE A. DUNCAN 
Outlines the origin, growth, and development of South- 
ern Baptists from a small, struggling body into one of 
the world’s leading denominations. It reveals how Bap- 
tists are a powerful force through a balanced emphasis 
upon missions, evangelism, and education. Board, 60¢ 


THROUGH TRIAL TO TRIUMPH (Young People) 
BY HUGH WAMBLE 
The development of the Southern Baptist Convention 
through trial and triumph is vividly portrayed in this 
comprehensive book which concludes with a challenging 
presentation of Baptists today. Board, 60¢ 


BAPTIST MILESTONES (Intermediates) 
BY LOULIE LATIMER OWENS 

Answers the important question, “What does it mean to 
be a Baptist?” This graphic presentation of the most 
significant personalities and events in Baptist history 
will seize the interest and hold the attenton of Inter- 
mediates. Teacher’s edition, 50¢ 

Pupil’s edition, 35¢ 


FIGHTERS FOR FREEDOM (Juniors) 
BY MARGARET WILLIAMS 
Men who fought and died for our faith are made to live 
again in this book. The hardships, sufferings, and 
privations endured by these men are vividly portrayed 
in this group of informing, inspiring stories. 
Teacher’s edition, 50¢ 
Pupil’s edition, 35¢ 
These Training Union Study Course Books are available 
at your 


BAPTIST BOOK STORE 
Order yours today. 
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Baptist Women Honored 

Miss Marian Anderson, the internation- 
ally known Negro contralto, who has 
traveled around the world on goodwill con- 
cert tours, has been appointed as a mem- 
ber of the American Delegation to the 
United Nations. 

Mrs. M. B. Hodge of Portland, Ore., a 
member of the Baptist World Alliance 
Executive Committee, was elected as presi- 
dent of the American Baptist Convention 
at its meeting in Cincinnati in May. A 
picture and sketch of Mrs. Hodge appeared 
in the May issue of THE BAPTIST WORLD. 

We rejoice in the honor that has been 
bestowed on these two fine Baptist women. 


Women Denounce Polygamy 

The following excerpts are quoted from 
an article in the Missionary Herald the 
publication of the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety of Great Britain: 

“The first conference of Protestant 
women to be held in the Cameroons has 
issued strong resolutions on polygamy, 
marriage guidance and marriage gifts. 

“The 150 participants, including 108 
delegates from the parishes of the Evan- 


gelical and Baptist churches of the Camer- 
oons, decided to protest against the laxity 
of the churches on the subject of polyg- 


amy, and asked for discipline to be 
tightened. Describing the practice as an 
‘abuse of the dignity of woman, of her 
freedom and of the Biblical teaching on 
marriage, the women asked the churches 
in the Cameroons to take immediate meas- 
ures to put an end to it.” 


Jubilee of Baptist Women’s League 

On Thursday afternoon May 1, the 
Royal Albert Hall in London was crowded 
with women for their Jubilee Meeting. Mrs. 
Douglas Stewart of Glasgow was elected as 
the new president. There were present 
representatives of the 1,400 branches of 
the Baptist Women’s League. 

For the Jubilee year there has been a 
threefold call to consecration—consecrated 
living, consecrated serving and consecrated 
giving. The offering goal was £ 12,000. 
There was great rejoicing when Miss Lois 
Chapple, the secretary, announced that the 
thank-offering had amounted to £ 17,- 
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Women’s Department 


Mrs. GEORGE R. MarTIN, Chairman 
Miss JEssIE Forp, Editor 


872. A choir of 900 women under the 
leadership of Mrs. Hilda Sargent inspired 
the audience time and again with their 
singing. 
Christian Center in Telugu-land 

The women of Telugu-land have held 
five associational meetings and an annual 
convention for inspirational study. As a 
major project the women maintain a Chris- 
tian Center at Vi-ju-yu-wa-da. From this 
Center two Bible women carry the gospel 
ministry into the nearby villages. 


Royal Visitors in Thailand 

Dr. and Mrs. J. M. C. Bisset of the 
McCormick Hospital, Chiengmai, Thai- 
land, write of their vacation trip to Hong 
Kong on a steamer loaded with 300 water 
buffalo. 

Dr. Bisset also tells of a visit by their 
Majesties, the King and Queen of Thai- 
land. Everything in the hospital was put in 
spotless order in case they. should be fav- 
ored with a visit, and sure enough they de- 
cided to spend their “free day” visiting the 
Christian institutions in Chiengmai. The 
King’s father had been a house doctor at 
McCormick many years ago. Crowds filled 
the grounds and avenues. Dr. Bisset says 
it was touching to see how much the peo- 
ple care for their King and Queen. Many 
prostrated themselves before them in the 
manner of “Anna and the King of Siam.” 
It was an unforgettable occasion. 
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Education in Bengal-Orissa 


An adult education program has been 
started on the Kora field of Orissa Prov- 
ince by Rev. C. L. Kau. After long hours 
of work the people come to study. Bible 
classes Occupy an important part in the 
training program. Mr. Kau writes that in 
one area where three schools had been 
opened thirteen people were baptized in 
April, and twenty others made decisions 
for Christ. Two women workers are be- 
ing located there to bring the Christian 
message into the homes. 

Two young women from Bengal-Orissa 
have completed their training at Vellore 
Christian Medical College, one as a doctor 
and the other as a nurse. Plans are being 
made for the establishment of a small hos- 
pital in which these two young women will 
serve. 


In Her Grandfather's Footsteps 


The Baptist Reporter of the Jamaica 
Baptist Union tells of the third annual 
leaders’ conference at Calabar Theologi- 
cal College in April. 

One of the speakers was Miss Inez Sib- 
ley, great-grand-daughter of the late Rev. 
William Knibb, known as the “Emanci- 
pator”. Miss Sibley referred to the women 
of pioneer days, and the women of today 
in Jamaica where there are now women 
doctors, policewomen, justices of the 
peace, and lawyers. It was a time of 
spiritual blessing, inspiration and Christian 
fellowship. 


A Visit to Manipur State 


Miss Miriam Robinson of Gologhat 
visited Manipur State to attend two im- 
portant meetings in April. 

On April 12, Baptist women from many 
different tribes, and representing several 
associations in the State, came together for 
their meeting. During this period Miss 
Robinson gave the women lessons on the 
Christian home. 

On April 13, the new church building 
at Imphal was dedicated. The church is 
located near a private college, and also 
near a training school and thus becomes 
a Christian witness to the students of these 
two schools. 
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A Visitor from Germany 





Mrs. ERICH BAMBEY, president of the 
Baptist Women’s League in Germany, has 
just completed a three months’ visit to 
the United States, a visit made possible by 
the Woman’s Foreign Mission Society of 


the American Baptist Convention. Mrs. 
Bambey is the wife of a Baptist pastor in 
Essen, West Germany. She became presi- 
dent of the German Baptist Women’s 
League in 1956. While in the States Mrs. 
Bambey attended a series of conferences 
at Green Lake, the assembly of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Convention, also a number of 
house parties, and the American Baptist 
Convention at Cincinnati in June. Ameri-" 
cans will follow the work of the German 
Baptist women with an even deeper in- 
terest because of her visit. 


Correction 


An article about the Golden Jubilee of 
the Baptist Women’s League of Britain, 
published in the June 1958 issue, credited 
Dr. J. H. Rushbrooke with having initiated 
the League in 1908. It was Dr. J. H. 
Shakespeare, not Dr. Rushbrooke, who 
called the women together for formation 
of the League. Dr. Shakespeare was then 
the general secretary of the Baptist Union. 
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BLESSINGS COME OUT OF LEBANESE CRISIS 


Southern Baptist missionaries in Lebanon have written of blessings received 
during the recent nation-wide armed insurrection. “In the midst of fear and 
concern for our people at this time there has also been an inner peace and 
knowledge that the Lord is with us,” writes Mrs. James K. Ragland, of Beirut. 

“Being strangers in a land other than our own, we are made to wonder many 
times if the people really accept us and appreciate our efforts for Christ. This 
question has been settled in our minds. The local people have come to the 
house (it has been forbidden by the American Embassy for Americans to be 
on the streets) to tell us they are ready to help any way they can. 

“One man has called each day to say a group of believers is meeting and 
praying for our safety, and asking the Lord to make it possible for the mission- 


SS 


aries to stay here in Lebanon.” 


Australasia 


AUSTRALIA: 
1958 Is Year of Evangelism 

Australian Baptists have been fully com- 
mitted to plans for evangelism in 1958. 
In March Victoria Baptists held Simulta- 
neous Missions in their churches under the 
direction of the Rev. H. N. Pell. The De- 
partment of Evangelism prepared a bro- 
chure giving guidance to the churches. 
Preparations included the church pre- 
paring itself, a local religious census, ad- 
vertising, preparation for visitation evan- 
gelism and for counseling. 

Western Australia has a campaign under 
the initial letters “O.R.O.”—‘One Reach 
One.” 

New South Wales inaugurated its plan 
of evangelism at its 1957 Assembly when 
Dr. E. H. Watson was appointed director 
of a re-organized Council for Evangelism. 
The Council planned two major lines of 
work: the stimulation of the local church 
as the evangelizing agency by providing 
programs, teaching, and literature, and 
the presentation of the message through 
missions, radio and television. 

The Home Mission Board is responsible 
for special projects which include a church 
at North Canberra, and the continuance 
and enlargement of the ministry to the 
Wailbri people of Central Australia. 

At Warrabri, a mission house and chapel 
building have recently been erected. It 
serves the aboriginal people of Central 
Australia. But the chapel is barely furn- 
ished—no seating, no musical instrument, 
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no easel or blackboard for teaching, no 
projection material for films or film strips. 
In February, churches throughout Australia 
made special gifts in answer to appeals for 
the Home Mission work. 

In New South Wales work has started in 
a vast new housing area, where a £ 10,- 
000,000 housing project is going on, to 
start a Baptist Sunday school and church. 
A pastor has been appointed and with the 
help of workers from other churches an 
open-air Sunday school was gathered. This 
proved successful and visitation in the area 
showed that a number of Baptists had 
recently settled there. The N.S.W. Home 
Work Council has decided to purchase a 
site for a building and a church fellowship 
has been formed. 


Dr. Taylor Invited 

Dr. Gardner C. Taylor, pastor of the 
Concordia Baptist Church of Brooklyn, 
USA, and recently elected president of the 
Protestant Council of New York City, is 
to be speaker at the Triennial Assembly 
of Australian Baptists at Perth, W. A., 
August 29-September 6, 1959. 


Europe 
POLAND: 


Centennial Celebrated 

Polish Baptists celebrated their centen- 
nial July 11-13 with special jubilee services 
in Warsaw. Rev. Alexander Kircun, pas- 
tor in Warsaw, is president of the Polish 
Baptist Union. 

Speakers for the celebration included 
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Dr. Theodore F. Adams, president of the 
Baptist World Alliance; Rev. Yakov Zhid- 
kov, of Russia; Dr. Hans Luckey, of Ger- 
many; Dr. Erik Ruden, of Sweden; Dr. Ed- 
ward B. Willingham and Dr. Edwin A. 
Bell, executive secretary and European rep- 
resentative of‘ the American Baptist For- 
eign Mission Societies, respectively; Mr. 
Robert S. Denny, youth secretary of the 
Baptist World Alliance; and Dr. George 
W. Sadler, the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board’s special representative for 
Europe. 

“It would be difficult to find a more 
courageous group than those who consti- 
tute the Polish Baptist Union,” Dr. Sadler 
commented. “Out of the dust and ashes 
of war and its aftermath they have emerged 
with their faces toward the future and their 
minds fixed on the kingdom of God. 

“Before World War II Polish Baptists 
numbered about 24,000, but the division 
of the country and the large number of 
deaths caused by the war reduced the Bap- 
tist population so that it now stands at 
slightly less than 3,000. But these few be- 
lieve in themselves and in the power of the 
gospel.” 

During this centennial year Polish Bap- 
tists are trying to erect a central Baptist 
church building in Warsaw, the capital 
city. Many members are pledging one 
month’s income for this project. 


NORWAY: 
Seminary Building Dedicated 

Dedication of a building for the Baptist 
theological seminary in Oslo, Norway, June 
21-22, was described as “the culmination 
of the hopes, prayers, and dreams of the 
7,500 Baptists in that country who poured 
themselves and their substance into the 
enterprise.” 

Baptists from both the American and 
Southern Baptist Conventions in the 
United States helped meet the cost, but the 
heavy part of the financial burden was 
borne by the local people. The president, 
Rev. Niels Engelsen, went up and down 
the country, visiting practically every 
church and laying the burden upon the 
hearts of the people. Norwegian Baptists 
also support a foreign mission program in 
the Belgian Congo. 
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Introducing the Executive Committee: 


Porter Routh 


Porter Routh, executive secretary-treas- 
urer of the Southern Baptist Convention 
Executive Commit- 
tee, participated in 
Baptist World Con- 
gress meetings at 
Cleveland and Lon- 
don and was named 
to the BWA Execu- 
tive Committee at 
London, 1955. 

Born in Texas in 
1911, the son of the 
esteemed Dr. E. C. 
Routh, Mr. Routh 
was graduated from 
Oklahoma _ Baptist 
University and did further study at the 
Universitv of Missouri and the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 

He was secretary of Brotherhood and 
Promotion for the Oklahoma Baptist Con- 
vention and editor of the Oklahoma Bap- 
tist Messenger, prior to joining the staff 
of the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board at Nashville in 1945. He became 
executive secretary-treasurer of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention in 1951. 





HUNGARY: 
Minister of Culture Greeted 

President Laszlo Szabo of the Baptist 
Union of Hungary greeted Valeria Benke 
on her recent appointment to the Ministry 
for Culture. “On our part,” he wrote, “we 
try to do all to make your work easier and 
pray, may God bless our motherland, 
churches and the sacred cause of peace all 
over the world.” Miss Benke wrote in re- 
ply, thanking the Union’s president for his 
best wishes. 


ITALY: 
Baptism Ratio: 1 in 10 

The annual meeting of the Italian Bap- 
tist Union took place in Rivoli, near Turi- 
no, June 2-7. The churches had sent more 
than 150 representatives. The statistics for 
1957 showed that 401 persons were bap- 
tized in the course of the year, about one 
baptism for every ten church members. 
Five new churches had become completely 
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self-supporting through the year. A new 
church with 44 members was received into 
the Union. One other church will be 
added very soon. Work has been started 
in two new places, Avellino and Messina. 
There is a great lack of ministers. 


SWITZERLAND: 


Evangelism Conference 

Baptists from 17 countries participated 
in a week-long conference on evangelism 
held at the Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Ruschlikon-Zurich, Switzerland, in May. 

In addition to training men for places 
of leadership in the Baptist work of 
Europe, the Baptist seminary in Rusch- 
likon—which has been in existence almost 
nine years—has become a rallying point of 
the Baptist life of this part of the world. 


WALES: 


Visitors Entertained 

Dr. and Mrs. Gaines S. Dobbins and Dr. 
and Mrs. Walter E. Woodbury, all of 
America, were given a reception by the 
Lord Mayor of Cardiff when they visited 
Wales to conduct education and evangelism 
workshops. 

The visitors were in Europe from early 
May to August. Dr. Dobbins, under spon- 
sorship of the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, conducted workshops in 
Christian education. Dr. Woodbury, who 
was sent by the American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Societies, held institutes in vis- 
itation evangelism. The two leaders were 
requested for the overseas assignment by 
the Committee on Evangelism of the 
European Baptist Federation. 


Latin America 


CUBA: 
Cristo College Reopens 


Colegios Internacionales at Cristo, Cuba, 
reopened at the end of April after being 
closed by a student strike instigated by the 
Cuban rebels. The enrollment was 432 
students on February 28 when the strike 
began. The situation became somewhat 
normal at the end of April and classes re- 
sumed. Eighty-five boarding students did 
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not return. On June 27 the school year 
ended with an enrollment of 309. 


MEXICO: 


571 Conversions in Crusade 

A total of 571 public professions of 
faith in Christ was recorded during a 
simultaneous evangelistic crusade in the 
North Central Association of Mexico, 
Fourteen churches and 20 missions in this 
association, which includes the city of 
Torreon, participated. 

Persons who accepted Christ were given 
special instruction and literature. Their 
names: were assigned to members of the 
churches who will visit them each week 
until they are baptized. 

Baptist pastors from all sections of 
Mexico had met in Torreon for a four- 
day congress on evangelism the week be- 
fore the crusade. 


PUERTO RICO: 


Convention Reorganized 

The Rev. Dr. Oscar Rodriguez, Ameri- 
can Baptist general missionary to Cuba 
since 1947, is executive secretary and di- 
rector of promotion of the newly-reorgan- 
ized Puerto Rico Baptist Convention. 

Reorganization of the convention in 
Puerto Rico removes it from the status of 
a mission field and makes it a self-govern- 
ing Baptist body. 

Dr. Rodriguez, who is a member of the 
BWA Executive Committee, will be the 
f:rst executive of the new convention. The 
American Baptist Home Mission Societies 
have provided a general missionary to 
head the work in this country-in the past. 


North America 


UNITED STATES: 


Mrs. Hodge Elected To 
Head American Convention 

The American Baptist Convention, meet- 
ing at Cincinnati, elected Mrs. Maurice C. 
Hodge of Portland, Ore., as its president. 
Mrs. Hodge is president of the North 
American Baptist Women’s Union and a 
member of the BWA Executive Committee. 
The Convention also voted to move its 
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headquarters to Valley Forge, Penn., near 
Philadelphia. 

A series of resolutions were adopted, 
calling for Christian leadership on social 
issues. One urged the United States’ 
government to “seize moral leadership” by 
agreeing to suspend nuclear bomb testing 
and by calling on Russia to join this coun- 
try in seeking nuclear controls through the 
United Nations. Another resolution called 
upon American Baptists to develop a peace 
program of a character similar to that pro- 
posed by the Southern Baptist Convention 
which met at Houston, Texas, a month 
earlier. 


Dr. Maxwell Succeeds Dr. Jernagin 

Dr. O. Clay Maxwell, pastor of Mount 
Olivet Baptist church, New York, was 
elected president of the National Sunday 
School and Baptist Training Union Con- 
gress at its annual convention. He had 
been vice-president since 1927 and became 
acting president at the death last February 
of Dr. W. H. Jernagin. 

Named vice-president was Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., famed for his leadership 
of the bus boycott by Negroes in Mont- 
gomery, Ala. The congress serves as the 
youth and education department of the 
National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc. 


Westin Book Translated 

An English translation of The Free 
Church Through the Ages, a book by Dr. 
Gunnar Westin, Swedish church history 
scholar and leader among European Bap- 
tists, has been published by Broadman 
Press, Nashville, Tenn., USA. 

The book deals with “those Christian 
bodies that have stood for regenerate 
church membership and have insisted on 
the right of each congregation to deter- 
mine its own course of action.” 


Dr. Westin is professor emeritus of 
church history at the University of Up- 
psala, Sweden. The English translation 
from the Swedish original edition was 
made by Virgil A. Olson, Bethel Theologi- 
cal Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. (Baptist 
General Conference). The book was also 
published in a German translation in 1956. 


Lottie Moon Book Published 

Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn., will 
release a children’s story of Lottie Moon, 
the pioneer Southern Baptist missionary, 
on September 9. 

Titled Her Own Way, the book by Helen 
A. Monsell is the third book in the Broad- 
man Junior Biography Series. It is told in 
story form for children 9 to 12. 

The book begins with Lottie Moon’s 
girlhood years to the time when her own 
strong will yielded to the will of God to 
become a missionary to China. Six chap- 
ters deal with her China experiences. It 
closes with the story of two warring 
Chinese armies calling a truce so that Miss 
Moon could pass safely between their lines. 


ABC Youth Leader Named 

Rev. David M. Evans, minister of First 
Baptist Church, Port Jefferson, N. Y., has 
been named director of the Baptist Youth 
Fellowship by the American Baptist Board 
of Education and Publication at Philadel- 
phia, Penn. He will have responsibility for 
directing the youth program of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Convention. 


Seminary Receives $240,000 

Miss Lucy G. Boyce, daughter of South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary’s first 
president, James Petigru Boyce, has left 
the seminary $240,000 in her will. The 
money will be used in establishing a James 
P. Boyce Fund at the Seminary. 


a 


BAPTISTS ARE STRONG IN TEXAS 


Fantastic stories of Texas wealth and aggressiveness have spread around the 
world. It is interesting to note the findings of the latest survey of the Texas 
Poll which says that more Baptist adults worship regularly than any other de- 
nomination in the state. The poll also revealed that Baptists exceed other 
Texas denominations in personal evangelism, in visitation by laymen and in 
emphasis on tithing. The survey said that 39 per cent of all adult worshippers 


in Texas churches on Sunday are Baptists. 
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nine magazines with a total circulation of 
197,000 are published and where books 
and pamphlets numbering 320,000 have 
been issued; five deaconess homes, 20 hos- 
pitals, homes for the aged and a general 
nursing ministry by 750 deaconesses. 


Reason for Federation 


The European Baptist Federation is the 
result of a deep need which arose in the 
post-war years. Disastrous international 
bitterness and starvation had drawn our 
Baptist people together the world around. 
Europe, with its many countries and diff- 
erent languages was somewhat confused. 
Many Baptist groups were weak and small. 
They needed each other’s encouragement 
and inspiration. 

A group of seven men from different 
countries came together to create an or- 
ganization, out of which the Federation 
was developed. These seven were: Jakob 
Meister, Germany; Henri Vincent, France; 
Manfredi Ronchi, Italy; Bredahl Petersen, 
Denmark; A. A. Hardenberg, Holland; 
Emil Pfister, Switzerland; Henry Cook, 
Great Britain. The first meeting of the 
Federation was convened in October 1949 
by Dr. W. O. Lewis, associate secretary 
for Europe of the Baptist World Alliance. 
They met at Ruschlikon-Zurich. 

Since then there has been steady de- 
velopment. A European Baptist Mission- 
‘ary Society was organized, missionaries en- 
listed from different nations and the Cam- 
eroons in Africa was accepted as a mission 
field. Strategic churches have been lo- 
cated. Training institutions have acquired 
new equipment as well as greatly streng- 
thened student bodies and faculties. Thus 
the Baptist cause in Europe is receiving 
new impetus. Oncken’s idea that each 
church member must be a missionary is 
one which is put to work. 

The Federation is chiefly a means of 
inspiration and encouragement. It is not 
an administrative affair. There is the same 
freedom in it as characterizes the Baptist 
World Alliance. 

Inevitably, various patterns of unity are 
naturally developing. Youth and women 
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are growing departmental activities. Dr. 
Joel Sorenson retired from a leadership of 
the youth organization wherein he has 
served conspicuously for the past nine 
years. He is succeeded by Stuart Arnold 
of the Youth Department of the Baptist 
Missionary Society of Great Britain. The 
new vice-chairman is Robert Somerville 
of France, and the new secretary is Sven 
Ohn of Sweden. A council of eighteen 
youth leaders also was formed. 


Churches Are Rebuilding 


Dr. Edwin A. Bell, European representa- 
tive of the American Baptist Foreign Mis- 
sion Society, reported that since World 
War II 280 war-damaged Baptist churches 
have been rebuilt and 366 new ones 
erected. Dr. Luckey, citing that more than 
half of the approximately 1,200,000 Bap- 
tists of the European Union are living in 
East European countries, hailed the Con- 
gress’ spiritual exchange between the far- 
flung Baptist unions as “evidence that prac- 
tical cooperation is possible despite geo- 
graphical and national differences.” 

Rev. Alexander Karev of Moscow ex- 
pressed hope that the Congress would 
give not only Baptists but all other de- 
nominations: “new impetus for promoting 
friendship among European peoples.” Rev. 
Josef Nagy of Hungary, cited Baptists’ his- 
toric advocacy of human rights, declaring 
that “what the world needs most of all are 
living churches and happy, powerful wit- 
nesses of Christ who practice the gospel 
in deeds of love.” 

Dr. Theodore F. Adams, president of the 
Baptist World Alliance, spoke on behalf 
of the Alliance which was represented also 
by Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, general secretary; 
Robert S. Denny, associate secretary; and 
A. Klaupiks, relief coordinator. 

Other speakers included Bishop Otto 
Dibelius and Pastor Martin Niemoeller, 
bringing greetings from other church 
groups in Germany; Dr. Josef Norden- 
haug, president of the Baptist Seminary at 
Ruschlikon, Zurich; Rev. Otto Johns of 
Berlin; Gerald Goetting of East Germany; 
Dr. G. R. Beasley-Murray of Spurgeon’s 
College; and Dr. Henry Cook, Rev. J. B. 
Middlebrook and John Hough of the Bap- 
tist Union of Great Britain and Ireland. 
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Fifteen-thousand people heard Prime Minister Diefenbaker 
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ease world tensions by genuine practice of 
Christian principles. 


A Job To Do 

Mrs. J. Edgar Bates of Hamilton, On- 
tario, a vice-president of the Baptist World 
Alliance, declared that man is obligated 
to give his best self to God, to himself, and 
to his fellowmen. It is not a job just for 
the minister or the missionary—but “what 
ever we have talent to do, therein lies our 
priesthood.” All of life is a mission, she 
said. 

Dr. Jitsuo Morikawa, director of evan- 
gelism for the American Baptist Conven- 
tion, said that Baptists are too often “ob- 
livious, indifferent and unconcerned about 
evangelism.” He declared also that many 
are guilty of insufferable ignorance about 
what it means to be a Baptist, and he cited 
as imperative a more serious concern for 
sharing with the world the principles for 
which Baptists are distinctive. Dr. Theo- 
dore F. Adams, president of the Baptist 
World Alliance, later told the youth that 
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it becomes the responsibility of their gen- 
eration to carry the Gospel to all men. 


Testimony from South Africa 

That Christianity has practical chores in 
today’s world was demonstrated by Glyn 
Tudor of Johannesburg, in his report that 
churches in South Africa are disregarding 
recent government regulations designed to 
bar racial integration in the churches. 
“When conscience and law conflict we 
must take our stand with conscience no 
matter what the consequences may be,” he 
said. “We must obey God rather than 
man.” 

Still other speakers carried the throng 
of youth to still more hours of high spirit- 
ual experience. Dr. W. W. Adams, profes- 
sor of New Testament Interpretation at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, led 
a series of morning Bible study periods on 
the book of Colossians. There also were 
addresses by Dr. Lien Chow, of Taiwan, 
pastor whose congregation includes Gen- 
eral and Madame Chiang Kai Chek; David 
Gomez, secretary of home missions for 
Baptists in Brazil; and David Russell, prin- 
cipal of Rawdon College in England. 
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Hospitality Superb 

The conference was sponsored by the 
Youth Department of the Baptist World 
Alliance, with planning directly under the 
guidance of Robert S. Denny, associate 
secretary in charge of youth work. It was 
the fifth in a series which began at Prague 
in 1931, and continued with sessions in 
Zurich, Stockholm and Rio de Janeiro. 

Hospitality and all local arrangements 
were managed magnificently by a large 
committee of Canadians, headed by Doug- 
las Gow, a Toronto layman. No one should 
ever minimize the task of housing, feed- 
ing and otherwise providing for a week- 
long program for 8,000 visitors. But the 
Canadians did it, and did it beautifully. 
The fact that sights had been set for a 
crowd of only 5,000 until less than a 
month before the conference date made 
the entertainment of 8,000 even more mir- 
aculous. 

As the throng of youth stood at the 
close of the last service and blended their 
voices—and their hearts—in singing “Blest 
Be The Tie That Binds Our Hearts in 
Christian Love” the words of Miss Matsuo 
still echoed, with yet more meaning: 


“In Christ there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, neither bond nor free. If we have 
personal or national feelings of either sup- 
eriority or inferiority, let us rid ourselves 
of them, and let us be humble before the 
cross of Christ. Let us witness before the 
world our oneness in Christ, and proclaim 
the love of God which binds us together 
as heirs of the Gospel.” 
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largest and strongest of all the island 
churches. Evangelist Yanagida is 24 and 
a graduate of the Institute of Christian 
Studies at the Baptists’ Kanto Gakuin Uni- 
versity in Tokyo. : 

Captain Kobayashi, a life-time seaman, [ 
has a fine Christian spirit, matched by his 
invaluable knowledge of the islands, straits, 
channels, rocks and tides. The father of 
five, he has a winning way with children 
and his picture stories and hand puppet 
shows are quite a drawing card for Japan- 
ese youngsters. 

The new ship is 35 feet long and weighs 
twelve tons. She is all steel and is pow- 
ered by a 22-horsepower diesel engine. 
Five people can sleep in her bunks and 
there is room to carry several more. 

Captain Bickel’s original ship, launched 
in 1899, had to be replaced in 1913. From 
that time, evangelism in the Inland Sea 
advanced until it reached a peak in 1917 
that has not yet been re-attained. The 
death of Captain Bickel in 1917 and World 
War I were dual setbacks to the work. In 
1927 the second ship was sold and the 
money helped buy five churches in im- 
portant towns. The third ship was launched 
in 1950 and sold two years ago to make 
way for the smaller, but more economical, 
better equipped Fukuin Maru IV. 

Baptists everywhere share the joy ex- 
pressed by Baptists in Japan that “a gospel 
ship again is stirring the waters of the 
islands’ straits and channels with the mes- 
sage of the Evangel.” 
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